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SOMERTON TOWN COUNCIL
Contact: Town Clerk 272236 town.clerk@somertontowncouncil.gov.uk

    
Meeting Date Time Venue

Full Council 11th September         7.00pm Edgar Hall
Access and Highways 25th September    7.00pm Edgar Hall
Planning (if required) 11th & 25th September 7.00pm Edgar Hall

Everyone is welcome to attend and there will be opportunities to ask questions. 
Planning applications may be viewed on the SSDC website with application 
details on the notice board outside the Parish Rooms and on the STC website.

Agendas and minutes are on the website www.somertontowncouncil.gov.uk

Requests from the public for items to be added to the agenda should be notified to
the Town Clerk in writing by the first Monday of the month. 

Somerton Library
STC is keen to hear from members of the community that may be interested in
volunteering a few hours per week to help keep the library open in Somerton. 
Please contact Terry Philpott Town Clerk 01458 272236 for more information.

STC is consulting with County Council Highways related to Russet Road in the 
new Bovis development and hope to have an officer from the County Council 
attend the Full Council meeting on 9th October.  

NEWS    
SOMERTON WEATHER FOR JULY
It was very HOT! We had 25 mm of rain, but water butts did not last long!

SOMERTON NEWS 2018/19
Martyn and Mo, editors, wish to thank all local companies for their support in 
placing adverts and local organisations for sending their information. Special 
thanks to the Viaduct deliverers for putting a copy through every resident’s door. 
The cover design is in memory of all the fallen especially in this 100th 
anniversary of the end of WWI.

UNSUNG HERO(ES) FEATURE
Andy Billing and Wayne Foote are keeping the Recreation Field up to scratch in 
spite of the dry conditions all in readiness for the new season. Well done.               
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AceARTS BEGINS AUTUMN WITH SEPTEMBER EXHIBITIONS 
1st-8th September ‘Cabinet of Curiosities’ 
15th-30th September ‘Footprints’ 
More details in ‘Forthcoming Events’ section

YOUTH SECTION
All youth events are listed in the Weekly Events - Rainbows, Brownies &Guides,
Wessex Junior Youth Club, Archies Xtra and Rezound Youth

#2MINUTELITTERPICK
The Somerton #2minutelitterpick board can be found taking pride of place in the 
Market Place hosted by Helen at Buttercross tearooms. It is available 9am-5pm 
7 days a week. I encourage everyone of all ages to have a go! Try not to pass 
litter. It only takes 2 minutes to pick it up and bin it. Adopt your road with your 
neighbours and keep it litter free. Anyone who is an avid litterpicker can contact 
me for more information and for a T-Shirt and/or HiViz vest.
Rachel Mason 07811 491 153

SOMERTON AREA DEMENTIA ACTION ALLIANCE
News and a diary are on the SADAA website www.somertondaa.blogspot.com. 
We now also have a new email address: somertondaa@gmail.com and would be 
pleased to hear of any dementia-friendly events that can be included in the diary.

MESSAGE FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR DEAN RUDDLE
As you may have read in the local press, I have resigned as chair of the Audit 
Committee of Somerset County Council. As chair of that committee, it was my 
responsibility to try to ensure that different departments stick to their budgets. I 
made it quite clear to the leader of Council and the Chief Executive that the 
overspend of £20M in Children's Services is unacceptable. I agree that County 
finances are in a difficult state, yet we seem to be saving minor amounts on other 
services to prop up such overspends. For example, saving £16K by withdrawing 
the Saturday Park & Ride service in Taunton and trying to make a paltry saving of
£400K in the Library Service (putting considerable pressure on towns if they wish
to keep their library). I will of course still look after the interests of my 
constituents in Somerton and the surrounding villages and will still remain as 
chair of Somerton Town Council and as the District Councillor for South 
Somerset. I will no longer hold my regular surgeries, but if there are any issues 
you would like to discuss contact me 07976 556 054 or deanruddle@hotmail.com

FOODBANK IN LANGPORT
Please note that the foodbank will still run from 2.00pm-4.00pm but now in  
Ridgeway Hall, not The Angel.
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LANGPORT & DISTRICT RED CROSS WEEK COLLECTION
The Manager of Tesco in Langport has kindly offered us another collection date 
in 2018, Friday 7th December. If you can help, contact Chris: 273085.
We continue to suffer a loss of house-to-house collectors in our area and are 
appealing for new volunteers in Somerton and the surrounding villages. All we 
ask is a few hours once a year, during the week containing 8th May, the birthday 
of Henri Dunant, our Swiss founder. New volunteers are assured of a very warm 
welcome if they phone 01458 273085 or e-mail cox.cj@btinternet.com

SOMERTON COMMUNITY WEBSITE
Events Diary is free so please do make use of it! 
email: somerton@somerton.co.uk or phone 272041 

BYGONE DAYS IN SOMERTON
With Remembrance Day coming soon we turn our thoughts to those who died or 
suffered for their country in WWII as well as those in wars before and since. 
I recently met David Noakes, who was just 3 years old when the milk factory was 
bombed and he had a head wound by a piece of shrapnel. He was at the home of 
his grandparents, Mr and Mrs Edward Lee, in Etsome Terrace. His grandmother, 
was wounded in her arm. His aunt, Barbara Henderson, was setting off for school 
and his grandfather shoved them both under the stairs. Sadly nine civilians died in
the attack and their names are recorded on the War Memorial. Mo Fletcher

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
AceARTS Saturday 1st September (runs to 8th)
‘Cabinet of Curiosities’ is an interactive exhibition of work created by students 
with learning disabilities from South Petherton. There is a ‘Curator-Led Tour’ on 
Thurs 6th September. Info: 273008, aceartssomerset@icloud.com or Facebook.

COFFEE IN CHURCH Saturday 1st September 
10.00am St Michael’s Church in aid of Church Funds. Do come along and give us
your support and enjoy some time together over a cup of coffee.

ARTIST-LED DRAWING Saturday 1st/22nd September 
11.00am-4.00pm AceARTS Contact 01458 273008 for more details

SOMERTON GARDENERS’ CLUB Saturday 1st September 
King Ina Academy (entry 50p, children free - all funds to charity) raffle,
refreshments etc, Exhibits are judged on the morning of the show and viewing 
will open to the public from 2.00pm 
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COFFEE AND COMPANY Monday 3rd September
10.00am-2.00pm St Cleer’s Chapel. I have started a new friendship group every 
Monday. All welcome for company and activities with free tea/coffee & wifi
Light Lunch £2.00 More info Joy tel 07763 470 840.

SOMERTON GARDENERS’ CLUB Monday 3rd September
7.00pm Visit to Castle Gardens, Sherborne for a discount evening 

PARDOES LEGAL ADVICE CLINICS Tuesday 4th/18th September
9.00am-noon Parish Rooms

BACON BUTTIES AND A CUPPA Tuesday 4th September 
10.00am Laburnum Drive £1.70 Info 272620

CITIZENS’ ADVICE Tuesday 4th September 
Reopening after our summer break. CA volunteers are available to help every 
Tuesday morning from 10am-12 noon in West Street Church.

OUR MONTHLY T + Tuesday 4th September 
2.30pm St Michael’s Church. An opportunity to get together over a cup of tea, to 
meet and chat with each other. The programme will vary and may include a film, 
speaker, discussion on some topic in the news or just the time to chat/play board 
games with a short time of worship.

WI Tuesday 4th September
7.15pm Parish Rooms. Darren Atkins: “The History of Kelways”

CHATTERBOX CAFÉ Wednesday 5th September
3.00pm-4.00pm Buttercross Tea Rooms Do you want to meet other carers within 
your community? Come and join us, meet the Health Coach from the Buttercross 
Health Centre, enjoy some refreshment and exchange experiences.

AceARTS Wednesday 5th September
11.00am-1.00pm amd 2.00pm-4.00pm. Join us in the exhibition space and make 
alongside other makers. Bring a project you are working on - knitting drawing, 
collage, crochet. Grab a coffee and enjoy the surroundings!

HEALTH WALKS Thursday 6th/20th September
11.30am Somerton Library. We walk for about an hour and socialise at the same 
time. Wear clothing suitable for the weather conditions. At the end those that wish
go to a local pub for refreshments. Info: Mo 274631.
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ARTHRITIS CARE/ARTHRITIS RESEARCH UK Thursday 6th Sept
7.00pm for 7.30pm in Pinney Room, Parish Rooms. John Saunders will talk on 
“Chalk Under the Finger Nails” Visitors very welcome. Info Sue Long 274038.

BINGO Sundays 9th/23rd September 
7.30pm Somerton Sports Club (over 18s) 

SOMERTON ART TALK Monday 10th September
7.00pm-9.00pm West St Church. Joanna Cobb will give a lecture “Rachel Ruysch 
and her Contemporaries“ See advert for more details.

RUMMIKUB  Tuesday 11th September 
2.00pm Parish Rooms £3 to include tea and cookies More info: Pam 272408

SWT HEART OF THE LEVELS GROUP Tuesday 11th September 
7.30pm Parish Rooms. Since beavers were first discovered to be living wild in 
Devon, much work has been conducted to evaluate their impact on the 
countryside, both to the environment and cohabiting species. Hear Devon Wildlife
Trust latest reports on this intriguing animal. Members £3.00/non-members £4.00 
Tea and coffee will be served after the talk.

U3A SCOTTISH DANCING Wednesday 12th/26th September
1.30pm West St Church. More info: Liz Beckinsale 01935 826181 

SOMERTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB Thursday 13th September
10.30am Somerton Sports Club. Come and join us on second Thursday of the
month for a chat and friendship. Tea 20p Coffee 30p free draw ticket. Activities
vary but we mainly socialise and enjoy having fun. Contact Mo 274631

FINANCIAL ADVICE CLINIC Thursdays 13th/27th September
9.00am-12noon Parish Rooms. No obligation, no appointment necessary. Come 
and chat with our Chartered Financial Adviser. family & business protection, 
retirement/investment planning, small business planning. Rhiannon Gogh 555078

COFFEE AND MORE Fridays 14th/28th September 
10.00am-12.00noon West St Church. Drop in for as long as you want, meet 
friends and make new ones. There are table and board games and other things to 
do, but most people just come for a chat and company. We have internet access 
and can help you get on-line or find information for you. We are mostly people in 
later life and encourage anyone living with dementia or a disability to join us, 
with carers, if necessary, in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. 
Info (or to help) contact Ivor Dixon 250603 email levelopps@gmail.com
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AceARTS Saturday15th September (runs to 30th)
‘Footprints’ by fibre artist Lydia Needle whose work featured at the gallery in 
June 2017. This will form part of Somerset Art Week. A private view will be on 
14th (6pm-8pm) and a special Elder Day Event on 30th (11am-4pm). 
More info: 273008, e-mail aceartssomerset@icloud.com or Facebook.

SOMERTON MOVIOLA  Saturday 15th September 
7.30pm (doors open 7.00pm) FotPR presents “The Guernsey Literary & Potato 
Peel Pie Society” (2018) Drama starring Lily James & Jessica Brown Findlay.
A writer forms an unexpected bond with the residents of Guernsey in the 
aftermath of World War II, when she decides to write a book about their 
experiences during the war. Run time 124 mins
Tickets £6 from Cobbs Wholefoods. More info: 241808

FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST Monday 17th September
9.30am Laburnum Drive £3 (pre-order please) Info 272620

REC GROUND MGT COMMITTEE Monday 17th September 
7.00pm Edgar Hall. Members of the public are welcome to attend.

COACH TRIP TO BICTON GARDENS Tuesday 18th September
10.00am Laburnum Drive £10 Info 272620

HARVEST FESTIVAL Saturday 22nd September
1.00pm Laburnum Drive Ploughman’s lunch, home-made fresh fruit crumble 
desserts, £5. Info 272620

CHARLTON MACKRELL EVENTS Sat/Sun 22nd/23rd September 
800th anniversary of St Mary the Virgin Church. Sat 2.30pm-4.30 pm visit and 
cream teas. Sun 10 am Holy Communion followed by coffee in the church and at 
12noon a bring and share lunch in the Reading Room 

CHARITY THEATRE TRIPS Saturday 22nd September
"Chitty Chitty Bang Bang", Bristol Hippodrome. Details: 273085 or
www.theatretrips.webeden.co.uk

SOMERTON SINGS FOR FUN Monday 24th September
11.00am-12.00noon West St Church. It’s purely for fun and for all abilities and 
ages. We sing anything well known, songs from the shows, old English melodies, 
and songs from the 30’s up to date. £1.00 a session including coffee & biscuits.

More info on all events www.somerton.co.uk
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GREEN GARDENERS Monday 24th September 
7.30pm Parish Rooms. AGM and bring and share supper. Visitors are welcome 
(£3) - please call Helen on  273753.

SOMERTON PANTO AUDITIONS Tues 25th/Weds 26th September
6.30pm-7.30pm teenagers (13+) 7.30pm-9.30pm adults Parish Rooms 
Somerton’s pantomime for 2019 is “Dick Whittington” and will take place from 
Friday 15th February through to the closing night on Saturday 23rd. So if you 
want to tread the boards with an award winning Dramatic Society you will want 
to come along to our auditions (oh yes, you will!) This production has parts for 
adults, male and female, though being panto we’ll need a dame, played by a male;
and a principal boy, played by a female. Our story has loads of rats so there are 
lots of children’s parts, but all will have to be over seven when we start rehearsals.

VIADUCT STAPLING AND FOLDING  Wednesday 26th September
2.00pm Parish Rooms. S&F for the October issue. See you then. Mo and team

QUAKERS IN BUSINESS Wednesday 26th September
6.30pm for 7.00pm Long Sutton Vill Hall. ‘Quakers In Business’ by Ray Leary
Quakers founded many businesses in the 17th/18th centuries, including Clarks in 
Street, chocolate makers Cadburys, Rowntrees and Terry’s, Barclays and Lloyds, 
biscuit makers Huntley & Palmer and Carrs. Find out why!
Buffet supper. Free admission, donations welcome in aid of local Mind projects.
Booking advised. Please contact: d.f.reaney@icloud.com or 01458 447367

SHORT HEALTH WALK Thursday 27th September
11.30am Somerton Sports Club. We walk for about 30 mins returning to the club 
for refreshments.

SOMERTON HISTORY SOCIETY Thursday 27th September 
7.00pm Parish Rooms. We can look forward to hearing David Elkington talk 
about Pompeii. Members come for free, but visitors will be very welcome at a 
charge of £2. More info: Nancy Schooling 273859.

QUIZ Thursday 27th September
8.30pm Somerton Sports Club

SOMERTON U3A Friday 28th September  
10.00am Edgar Hall. Our monthly meetings start with coffee (30p) and chat. After
any notices the main event begins at 10.30am and finishes by 12noon latest. This 
month, Michael Malaghan will entertain us with "The Perils of Being a Writer". 
Meetings are free for members, £1.50 visitors
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FUND RAISING DISCO Friday 28th September 
7.30pm-midnight Edgar Hall. My son, Aidan, has been given the opportunity 
through Bridgwater College (working with “United through Sport”) to go to S. 
Africa to help disadvantaged children learn new skills either academically or in 
the field of sport. Come along to enjoy a night out to help his fundraising. Jay 
Chant will be playing live music and D J Ray will also be there with his disco. 
You need to be aged at least 16 years old.
Tickets £5 advance, £8 on the door. Tickets/info: Sam Burt 07898 614 689 

STEPHEN PAGE SURGERY Saturday 29th September
11.00am to 12.00noon  'Full of Beans' cafe, West Street.  To make an 
appointment, email stephen.page@southsomerset.gov.uk or 07519 739 137

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY More details next issue

OUR MONTHLY T + Tuesday 2nd October
2,30pm St Michael’s Church. An opportunity to get together over a cup of tea.

COFFEE IN CHURCH Saturday 6th October
10.00am St Michael’s Church in aid of Church Funds. 

HARVEST SUPPER Saturday 6th October
6.30pm Parish Rooms. FotPR Annual Harvest Supper. Main course (veg option) +
sweet and tea/coffee. Tickets £10 (to include a glass of wine) from Cobbs 
Wholefoods from Monday September 3rd. Limited to 60 so get your ticket early!

THE SOMERSET SONGSTERS Saturday 6th October 
7.00pm St Michael's Church. New show “Come on, be happy” - a wide ranging 
musical show. Tickets £10.00 including a glass of wine or Schloer tel: 270096

OKTOBERFEST Saturday 13th October 
7.00pm Edgar Hall Somerton Music & Arts Festival presents Somerton's 1st 
Oktoberfest with Sherbavarian Stompers and local group Nevertheless. Tickets 
£14 (includes light supper) from Palmer Snell, Market Place. 

CHARITY THEATRE TRIP Friday 26th October
 "La Cenerentola” (Cinderella), Bristol Hippodrome. 
Details: www.theatretrips.webeden.co.uk or 273085.

ARTIST-LED DRAWING Saturday 27th October
11.00am-4.00pm AceARTS Contact 01458 273008 for more details

BOOK LAUNCH Sunday 4th November 
2.00pm Long Sutton Village Hall. Adrian Tinniswood will launch his new book 
“Behind the Throne: A Domestic History of the British Royal Household”. 
Cost: £10 per person inc tea and cake. More info from Doreen tel 241711 
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WHAT’S ON IN BRIEF - SEPTEMBER 2018
Sat 1st 10.00am AceARTS Exhibition

10.00am St Michael’s Church Coffee
10.00am AceARTS Artist-led drawing
2.00pm King Ina Academy Somerton Gardeners

Mon 3rd 10.00am St Cleer’s Chapel Coffee and Company
7.00pm Visit to Sherborne Somerton Gardeners

Tues 4th 9.00am Parish Rooms Legal Clinic
10.00am West St Church Citizens’ Advice
2.30pm St Michael’s Church T+
7.15pm Parish Rooms WI

Wed 5th 11.00am AceARTS Project work
Thur 6th 11.30am Library Health Walk

7.30pm Pinney Room Arthritis Care
Sun 9th 7.30pm Sports Club Bingo
Mon 10th 7.00pm West St Church Art talk
Tues 11th 2.00pm Parish Rooms Rummikub

7.00pm Edgar Hall Somerton Town Council
7.30pm Parish Rooms Som Wildlife Trust

Wed 12th 1.30pm West St Church U3A Scottish Dancing
Thur 13th 9.00am Parish Rooms Financial Clinic

10.30am Sports Club Friendship Club
Fri 14th 10.00am West St Church Coffee & More
Sat 15th 10.00am AceARTS Exhibition

7.30pm Parish Rooms Moviola
Mon 17th 9.30am Laburnum Drive Breakfast

7.00pm Edgar Hall Rec Gd Mgt Comm
Tues 18th 10.00am Laburnum Drive Coach trip
Thur 20th 11.30am Library Health Walk
Sat 22nd 1.00pm Laburnum Drive Harvest Festival

5.30pm Bristol Hippodrome Theatre trip
Sun 23rd 7.30pm Sports Club Bingo
Mon 24th 11.00am West St Church Sing for fun

7.30pm Parish Rooms Green Gardeners AGM
Tu/We 25/26 6.30pm Parish Rooms Panto auditions
Wed 26th 1.30pm West St Church U3A Scottish Dancing

2.00pm Parish Rooms Viaduct S&F
6.30pm Long Sutton Quakers in business

Thur 27th 11.30am Sports Club Short health walk
7.00pm Parish Rooms Som History Soc
8.30pm Sports Club Quiz

Fri 28th 10.00am Edgar Hall U3A
7.30pm Edgar Hall Disco

Sat 29th 11.00am Full of Beans Stephen Page surgery
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REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS
MONDAY
10.00-12noon NatWest mobile banking. Library
10.30-11.30am Zumba Gold, low impact dance class for all, West Street Church
10.30am -11.30am Age UK Movement to Music, Parish Rooms
5.30pm Slimming World, Edgar Hall
4.30pm - 5.30pm Rainbows, St Cleers Chapel
5.30pm - 7.00pm Brownies, St Cleers Chapel
6.30pm - 8.00pm Cubs, Scout Hut
7.00pm Girl Guides, St Cleers Chapel
7.30pm Slimming World, Edgar Hall
TUESDAY
9.30am Slimming World, Edgar Hall
9.30am - 10.30am Tai Chi (Beginners), Parish Rooms
10.00am - 12.00 noon Citizens' Advice, West Street Church
10.30am Coffee Morning, Laburnum Drive
11.30am - 12.30pm Fitness League Exercise, Parish Rooms
11.30am Slimming World, Edgar Hall
2.00pm Crochet/Knitting and other crafts group, Full of Beans cafe
6.30pm - 8.30pm Line Dancing (beginners & improvers), Wessex Rooms
7.00pm - 9.00pm Scouts, Scout Hut
7.30pm Mid Wessex Singers, West Street Church
WEDNESDAY
9.30am - 11.00am Space Yoga (experienced)  Wessex Rooms
10.00am - 12 noon Life Drawing, Pinney Room
10.00am - 12 noon Line Dancing (All levels), Edgar Hall
11.30am-12.30pm Space Yoga (beginners) Wessex Rooms
12.30pm Yarlington lunch (pre-order), Laburnum Drive
2.00pm Knitting afternoon, Laburnum Drive
2.30pm -4.00pm Foodbank at the Ridgeway Hall, Langport
5.00pm - 6.15pm Beavers, Scout Hut
6.30pm - 8.00pm Cubs, Scout Hut
THURSDAY
9.00am - 11.30am Rainbow Rascals, West Street Church (term time)
9.30am - 10.30am Tai Chi (Advanced), Parish Rooms
10.30am Wessex House coffee morning
11.00am - 12 noon Line Dancing (Improvers), Parish Rooms
2.00pm Fun Bingo, Laburnum Drive
5.30pm - 6.30pm Beavers, Scout Hut
6.00pm - 7.30pm Junior Youth Club, Wessex Rooms
7.00pm - 10.00pm Bridge Club (Duplicate), West Street Church
7.30pm - 9.00pm Archies Xtra (11-18 years), Recreation Ground
7.30pm - 9.30pm Scottish Country Dancing, West St Church (term time)
FRIDAY
9.30am - 11.30am St Cleers Toddlers, St Cleers Chapel
10.45am Flexercise, Laburnum Drive
7.00pm - 9.00pm Rezound Youth, Edgar Hall
7.30pm - 9.00pm St Cleers Youth, St Cleers Chapel
SATURDAY
9.00am Yeovil Parkrun, Montacute House
9.30am - 12noon Wessex Market, Unicorn Skittle Alley
SUNDAY
10.30am Life Church, Edgar Hall
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VIADUCT ADVERTISING RATES

Quarter page: £20; half page: £30; full page: £50; OBC: £60. Prices include VAT
Advertisements may be booked for 12 issues.
Special offer - 10% discount for 12 months and 5% discount for 6 months.
Ads should be provided in pdf format and sized at full, half or quarter A5 size 
To advertise tel: 01458 272236 or email: viaduct@somertontowncouncil.gov.uk.

This month’s cover photo was provided by Colin Cruickshank and shows 
Chris Sperring ringing a young owl.
Please send photos as attachments to viaduct@somertontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Please include some details: place, subject, date taken, and your full name.

Viaduct is published and printed by Somerton Town Council and is distributed 
FREE to residents. Opinions expressed are those of the contributors, for which the
Council and the editors cannot be held responsible. 
Items for inclusion should be sent in by 12th of the month previous to the edition 
of Viaduct in which the item is to appear.
Editors: Mo Fletcher, 3 Barn Close, tel: 274631 and Neal Barton. 
email: viaduct@somertontowncouncil.gov.uk
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SʠiȪɏ
Gɪɸȵʑʢɨ
OF SOMERTON

Indian restaurant & takeaway
Tel 01458 274 666/ 270 077

www.spicegallerysomerton.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Sunday to Thursday
12noon-2.00pm &
5.30pm-10.30pm

Friday: Lunch time closed
Evening 5.30pm-11.00pm

Saturday12noon-2.00pm &
5.30pm-11.00pm

13 Brunel Shopping Centre
Somerton TA11 7PY

Pip Nichols
PAINTERS & DECORATORS

All aspects of Painting & Decorating

Wallpaper hanging & stripping
Interior & Exterior

Professional, Quality service

Free quotations

Call: 07782109715

Email: pipnichols@hotmail.com
Web: pipnicholspainters.co.uk
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